Name: Christina Anderson
Electronic Resources Evaluation Format
APA Citation of the Resource: 
PE Central: The Website for Health and Physical Education Teachers. (Updated: October 


28, 2009). Retrieved October 29, 2009 from http://www.pecentral.org/

Brief Description of the Content of the Resource:
This is a website for health and physical educators and it has resources for grades Pre-K to 12th. This website is filled with tons of resources. Some of the resources it offers are: lesson plans, assessments, technology integration, classroom management strategies, adapted information, recent research, professional development sources, and links to other physical education and health websites. Teachers can post lesson plans, classroom management strategies, and bulletin board ideas to share with others. 
Strengths and Weaknesses of the Resource: 
This website has several educational advantages. There are a lot of resources offered at this website; it has everything a physical education teacher would need. It covers mostly every topic taught in physical education and has multiple resources for each grade level. All the lesson plan ideas are posted by fellow physical and health educators and most of them are great quality. The lesson plans that are provided are simple and easy to understand, some of them even come with diagrams, so the activities are easier to understand. I have personally used several of the lessons provided by this website and the students seem to really enjoy participating in the activities. All of the ones I have used are high quality and keep the students active and engaged. All the lesson plans submitted by teachers get reviewed and has to meet several criteria. The criteria are: developmentally appropriate, meet national standards, and clearly written. 

I found some educational disadvantages of the website. Some of the activities are not appropriate for some teachers to use. For example this website has several activities like dodgeball and in the county I teach dodgeball or any version of it is not allowed be played. Another disadvantage of PE Central is it seems to be geared towards physical education teachers. The health section of lesson plans is not as nearly as big as the physical education section. There are not as many resources on this website for health teachers. 

Suggested Use of the Resource: 
Teachers can use this website for ready to use ideas and for information on physical education and health education current events. Students could use the site for the kid’s links it has. It has links for students to take quizzes and to participate in a nationwide pedometer challenge. 
Evaluation of Five Criteria: 
1. Authority 
This source makes it very clear who created and maintains this website.  There is an about section for this website and it provides a detailed summary of the history of how the website started, who started it, and who is in charge of the website. Dr. Graham and Mark Manross created the website. Dr. Graham is a well known person in the physical education field has written several books and articles on the topic. Mark was a doctoral student in the health and physical education program in Virginia Tech when this website was created.  Now Mark is the executive editor of the website. They wanted to develop a website “for K-12 physical educators to visit that would provide them with information and resources to help them deliver developmentally and instructionally appropriate physical education to their students” (PE Central, 2009). I read this information in the about section. PE Central sponsors their own website and at the bottom of the website there is the websites contact information with address, email, fax, and phone number. 
2. Design/Usability

The design of PE Central is very user friendly. The page loads quickly and the website is well organized. There are headings at the top of the website that have several sub headings under each one. The headings at the top of the website are there on every page of the website, so you can access them at any time. The headings are also bulleted on the homepage with subheadings under each one. By having the headings in two places makes it easy to use and teachers are able to find the links fast. All the links I have clicked on take me successfully to that link. When you are the other pages of the site there are always two options to get back to the homepage. You can either click home or click on the PE Central icon. 

There is a lot of white space, but the sides of website are cluttered with ads. All the ads are about physical education, but they all the images in the ads are distracting. Some ads are on physical education equipment, textbooks, and health websites, etc. All the images they have on this website make sense and all have to do with physical education. This site does have an effective search engine. You have the option to search the entire site or just lesson ideas.  This makes it easier and quicker to find what you need. 


PE Central is designed with teachers in mind. When you are at the homepage it has all the links to the resources teachers would use right there ready to use. There is not a lot of text on the pages, especially the homepage. Teachers do not have to read through a lot of information to find what they need. All the headings and subheadings contain only one or two words. This site is also intended for students to use, but I do not think this website is user friendly for the students. Students would have to search through the teachers resources to find the kids program. It should have a student link that takes them to all the student resources it offers.  
3. Accessibility 

PE Central had eleven accessibility errors through WAVE, the least out of all three websites. This website did comply with some of the accessibility standards. First, the website does allow the text to be resized. Second, this website has a site map, so it would be easy for people to find their way around. Third, there are not many frames used in this website, so it would be easier for someone to understand if they were using a screen reader. Fourth, the background is white and the text is black with the links being blue. This makes a clear contrast from the text and background. Lastly, some of the images on the website have alternative text connected to it and the images are meaningful to the link. 

The first negative thing I noticed was the text might be hard to read if someone is colorblind, since the text is black. Second, some of the images do not have alternative text provided with it. I searched all over the website for some type of note about accessibility and could not find anything mentioned about it. Lastly, all the videos and audio clips do not have captions or transcripts. 
4. Objectivity 
This site was created to inform physical educators. The about page of PE Central says they wanted to develop a website “for K-12 physical educators to visit that would provide them with information and resources to help them deliver developmentally and instructionally appropriate physical education to their students” (PE Central, 2009). This is an organizational website. I know this because the website ends in .org. I see no bias in this website. I believe this after reading the about section of the website and their main mission of the website is “to assist teachers, parents, and others who work with youngsters to guide them in the process of becoming physically active and healthy for a lifetime"(PE Central, 2009). This website is not trying to persuade teachers or change their opinion, it is a site filled with resources for physical educators.
5. Continuity 

PE Central is updated regularly. It was last updated October 26, 2009. I believe it is maintained and updated because on the homepage it shows when the website was last updated.  Also, in the lesson plan section it has a “what’s new” section and posts all the new lessons available. Since this is a long standing website, is updated regularly, and maintained I feel like this a reliable source over-time. The website is free and it seems like it will be continue to be free. 
APA Citation of the Resource: 
Education World:  The Educator’s Best Friend. (Updated: October 29, 2009). 


Retrieved October 29, 2009 from http://www.education-world.com/

Brief Description of the Content of the Resource:

This website is a great resource for any kind of teacher and administrator. It seems like this website would be good for anyone in the education field. It covers grades Pre-K to 12th.  Some of the resources that can be found at this website are: lesson plans, professional development, school issues, administration information and technology integration. 
Strengths and Weaknesses of the Resource:


I found several strengths about Education World. First, it has a lot of resources for teachers and for any subject or grade. Second, it provides a search engine for educational websites only. Third, all the resources are all good quality. This website has received a lot of awards and recognition. The resources are provided by other teachers and professionals in the field of education. The instructions of the lesson plans and other resources are clear to understand and seem like the students would enjoy them. I looked at some of the lessons for physical education and read some of the games and I know my students would be excited to play them. 

The biggest disadvantage of this website would be the amount of information. It is a little overwhelming and it really takes some time to look at all the resources offered. Another disadvantage I found was that it did not offer a lot of resources for physical education. This website has tons of resources for classroom teachers, but I was disappointed in the physical education section. Not many lesson plans and very few resources. 
Suggested Use of the Resource: 


This website would be used for teachers to find lesson plans, search for educational websites, read about school issues, and learn about technology integration. This website would not be used with students. 
Evaluation of Five Criteria: 
1. Authority

The Education World website was created to “create a home for educators on the Internet, a place where teachers could gather and share ideas” (Education World, 2009).  I read about this in the about section of the website. Education World is a parent company with EDmin.com. EDmin.com is a “leading provider of management companies” (Education World, 2009).   It is also funded by other sponsors and the website provides an address of the Education World headquarters to find out more information. 
The website also post management biographies about the editors and the vice president.  Richard Datz is the vice president and the general manager. Before Education World he worked for McGraw-Hill Companies for 14 years and holds a bachelors degree in mathematics and a MBA in marketing. Gary Hopkins is the founder and editor and chief. Before Education World he worked for eight years at Weekly Reader. He planned content for student and teacher editions of the Weekly Reader. The last biography was Linda Starr and she is the curriculum and technology editor. She is a former first grade teacher and worked for Weekly Reader and McGraw Hill before Education World. 
There are several links to other educational sites. They are all of high quality. Education World has a site review section and reviews a variety of education websites for teachers. There is a strict criterion the website has to have in order to get an A+ review. Each educational website in the site review section is graded by these following criteria: content, aesthetics, and organization. All the criteria are posted in the site review section.
2. Design/Usability
This website is clear and well organized. There are headings at the top of the page. These headings always stay on the top of each page you visit. All the information on the homepage is divided into sections categorized by the headings and each section have a color coded box where the current information is. At the bottom of the site is mini site guide, which is very useful. All the links that I checked on the mini site guide and other parts of the website do work. In each section in the color coded boxes there are not long paragraphs describing the section. Each section has one sentence describing the link. When you visit the links there is always two ways to get back to the homepage. You can click on the word home or you can click on the Education World icon. 
The layout of the website is very user friendly.  The background is white and there is pops of the color throughout the website. The website has a lot of information on it, but they have it set up in sections so it is not cluttered but organized. In each section there is clip art. Some of the clip art is informative, like pictures of the authors. Some of the clip art is to make the website pretty, but all the clip art does align with the section it is under. The Education World website uploads quickly. This site does have an effective search engine. You have the option to search the entire site or just lesson ideas.  This makes it easier and quicker to find what you need. All the keywords I searched at this website retrieved relevant results. 
This website is designed with educators in mind. It is easy to read and the way the website is organized it is fast to find what you need. All the important resources teachers would need are the headings. The trademark of the website is “The Educators Best Friend.” All the resources available are targeted towards any type of educator. 
 3. Accessibility 

The Education world had 128 accessibility errors, the most out of all three of my websites. There were several things wrong with this website. First, the text cannot be resized. Second, there was no alternative text provided for any of their images. Third, there are a lot of frames on this website, so it would very hard for someone using a screen reader to understand. Fourth, there is no accessibility note. The closest thing I found was an email address where you could email any concerns you had. I could not find any video or audio clips on this website. Lastly, most of the text except for the headers is the color black. This website would be very hard to read and understand for a colorblind person.

There were very few positive things I found. First, the background is white and is not distracting. Second, there is a site guide for this website, so it does provide some help for people having difficulty navigating. I was very surprised at how inaccessible this website is. Yes, it won a lot of award for its content and resources, but it was the worst website out of my three for accessibility.
4. Objectivity 
This website was created to inform teachers by sharing ideas and resources with educators. This is a commercial website since the website address ends in .com. The resources in this website are not bias in any way. This website is not trying to sell you anything; it is just trying to provide resources for educators. The Education World website includes resources for all kinds of educators. 
5. Continuity 

This website is updated on a daily basis. The reason I know this is because the current date is at the top of the website and this website has a new section. In the” new section” are lessons of the day, scoop of the day, and a site review. By having the “new section” I can see this site is updated and maintained. Another way I can tell the site is maintained is because Halloween is just a few days away and they have a bunch of Halloween activities on the homepage. This website is free and will continue to be free because of the sponsorships. I read about this in the about section of the website. I would rely on this website overtime because it is updated daily and has won several awards that I read about in the about section. 
APA Citation of the Resource: 
Scholastic. (Updated: October 29, 2009). Retrieved October 29, 2009 from 

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/home.jsp
Brief Description of the Content of the Resource:

The Scholastic website is filled with great resources. It covers any grade level and any subject. Some of the resources on this website are: lesson plans, videos and articles about strategies, printables, resources for new teachers, technology tools, organizers, templates, and student activities. Teachers can build a classroom website through Scholastic and connect with other teachers across the country. 
Strengths and Weaknesses of the Resource: 

The resources provided by Scholastic have many advantages. First, the website covers all subjects and grade levels, so it would be a great resource for any teacher. There are a lot of resources and all seem very useful for teachers. All the resources are of good quality because good quality is part of Scholastics mission that I read about on the website. The resources for teachers are easy to understand and are ready for teachers to use right away. If a lesson plan has any handouts or printables they are linked right on the lesson plan for teachers to print out. The activities would motivate the students. Another part of Scholastics mission is to provide resources for students that are engaging and that inspire them.  
Some of the resources disadvantages would be that it seems like this website have many more resources for a classroom teacher than a special area teacher. It does provide some lessons for physical education, but most of the resources are for classroom teachers. The website builder has a format that is only compatible for a classroom teacher, which was disappointing. This website has so many great resources it was hard to find some disadvantages. 
Suggested Use of the Resource: 


A teacher can use this site for about anything they need for teaching. They can print lessons, get bulletin board ideas, learn strategies, use the organizers and templates, connect with other teachers and build a classroom website. Students can use the student link on the website to participate in online activities about different subjects and concepts they learn.
Evaluation of Five Criteria: 
1. Authority 
It is clear that Scholastic sponsors this website because of the advertisements. In the contact us section Scholastic provides many phone numbers and address where they can be reached. Since this is such a big website there are not authors or creators listed for the whole website. They do list and have biographies of the Scholastics management team, but I feel like that doesn’t pertain to the teacher resources website. There are some authors listed in some of the sections of the website. Like the teacher helpline section is by Ruth Manna. She has been in the education field for over 20 years and is currently the Scholastics mentor teacher and a 2nd grade teacher. Every section that has a person give advice has an about me section. All the authors are educators and have the credentials to give advice. The Scholastic mission is to help children learn and read. This website was created to provide teachers with resources to help their mission. I read about their mission in the about section. 
2. Design/Usability

The Scholastics website loads quickly and is laid out very clearly. There is a clear table of contents at the top of the website that stays in place no matter what page you are on. Under each heading in the table of contents there is a drop down box of sub headings. Each heading has a quick one sentence description, so you can quickly read what it is about. The background of the website is white and all the headings and links are in blue, so it is very consistent throughout. All the links I visited throughout the website have worked and when you are on a link there is always a way back to their homepage by using the headings at the top or clicking on the Scholastic word in the corner of each page. 
The website is designed with teachers in mind because all the resources are for the teachers. There are: teacher help lines, teacher’s frequently asked questions, and a classroom web page builder. This was the first search engine out of my three websites that didn’t offer the option of just search that website or the whole Internet, but this was my favorite search engine out of the three. When you type in a search, your search results are broken into categories and under each category are results. The categories are: shopping, resources and activities, printables, and book information. This really made your search results organized and easy to read through. 
3. Accessibility 

After reading through some of the accessibility questions, Scholastics was not as accessible as I thought. First, the text cannot be resized. I watched several videos with the sound off and they provide no captions or transcripts for the videos. Second, there are a lot of frames used to organize each section of the website, so it would very difficult to read if a person was using a screen reader. After I put Scholastics though the WAVE report it received 29 accessibility errors. Third, this website did not have a site map, so it would be easy for visitors to get lost. Lastly, I see no note from Scholastics about accessibility.

There were some positives this website had with the accessibility questions.  First, the background is white and the colors used makes the website clear to read. The background is not busy and the text is a high contrast to the background. Second, they have a link for the website to be translated to Spanish. I thought that was a great added feature. Lastly, after using the WAVE report I saw that some of the images were linked to alternative text. All the major headings were linked with alternative text. 

4. Objectivity 
This website was created to inform teachers and to promote Scholastics. The goal of the website is to provide resources to teachers, but they also advertise a lot throughout the site with Scholastic’s products. This is a commercial site since the website ends in .com. I would say that this site has some bias towards Scholastic products. All the books they use in lessons are published by Scholastics. They want teachers to buy their products, so they use all their materials in the resources. Some of the bias is useful because Scholastics is a great company and teachers can find all the resources and materials they need at this website. 
5. Continuity 

The Scholastics website is a free resource. It should continue to be free since Scholastic is such a big company and wants to incorporate literacy into the classroom as much as possible. Scholastic has been a major company in education for over 87 years and I trust that their website would provide up-to-date information over time. I read about this in their about section on their website. 

This site is updated on a daily basis. I know this because the past few days I have been visiting this website and everyday there is new things posted on their teacher homepage. This shows me they are always posting new resources. By seeing that they update their page on a daily basis shows me that their site is maintained. Another way I know this site is maintained is all the webcasts shows they advertise for are up to date and the advertisements are no longer on their once the webcast has taken place. 
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