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Scenario 2: Online Interactions 
Online study groups can be a challenging and rewarding experience for students. There will be several challenges online study groups will face compared to face to face groups. The most important elements are creating positive environments, communication, and planning. It is important the teacher provides all three of these elements to create a successful online study group.
Before I even put the students into study groups, I would want the whole class communicating with each other online. The students would get to know each other by introducing each other and this will also help with students getting practice on how to use the online discussion tools. One important subject students need to learn is netiquette, especially for the students using online study groups the first time. According to (Yoder, 2004) the students need to “understand the unique nature of online communication.” Students need to be taught netiquette. They need to know what netiquette is and how to talk respectfully to one another. For example, typing in all capital letters online refers to yelling at someone. I would teacher my student netiquette by having them reading an article about it and then discussing it with their class members. This is also a good way for students to communicate with each other before they are put into smaller groups.
When students are in their groups the first thing I would do would be to have them pick roles. The students would need to pick a team leader. The team leader would help organize tasks and keep the group on task. They would also need to pick an editor. The editor would need to do the final edits on all the groups’ assignments. Another role can be technical support. Someone to try to help with technical problems the group comes across and adds some technology flare to the group’s assignments. There can also be a writer that compiles all the group work into one assignment to give to the editor to edit. It is important to have clearly defined roles, so everyone knows their position in the group. This will also help the group achieve their goals. 

I would get the students in the study group to interact by giving them assignments where they have to work together to complete. Group projects are a great way to get everyone in the study group to interact and learn from each other. Students can complete a project by working together and they can give each other feedback on their different parts of the project. By having the student provide feedback to each other it not only has them communicate with each other, but also learn from each other. I would make it a requirement that students have to provide feedback to each member of their group when doing group assignments.
There are many advantages and disadvantages in using online group activities. One advantage to using online groups is giving the students the whole experience of it. Students will learn how to interact in an online environment and how to work together as a group online. Another advantage is to have the students learn from one another. Students will be learning from each other with different backgrounds and experience. A disadvantage of online group work is students trying to stay on the same page with each other. Each student has their own ideas and it is going to be important that the group members communicate their ideas, come to agreement, and keep each other informed about the project. Sometimes communication can be a disadvantage in group work because you cannot have a face to face conversation with your group members, you can only communicate through discussions and messages. It is important that students communicate with their group members often.
One way I can help reduce some of the challenges of the online group process, is to allow enough time for the group assignments to be completed, according to (Harris, 2000) the “most serious threat to successful telecollaboration is the shortage of time.” It is important that I give the students ample amount to time to complete the project successfully. Not allowing enough time can add a lot of added stress to the group members. I can also make sure all my group projects are well planned and written. Students need to understand the assignments and there needs to be clear, concise directions for all assignments. This will make sure the students know exactly what to do and what is expected of them. Another challenge can be technical issues. I will always make sure that I am there for my students when they are having technical issues and if I cannot help with the issue I will find someone who can. I will be flexible with understanding that technical issues will come about and to provide the groups an extension that is having technical problems.
With my experience in working in several study groups I have several recommendations for working in online groups. First, I would make sure there would be 3 to 4 students in a group. The smaller the group, the easier it is for the group’s members to communicate and stay on the same page. The larger the group the more challenges the groups faces. It is harder to stay in contact with all the group members and it is harder to keep the group organized. Projects need to be divided between several members and everyone has their own ideas and comments and the more group members there are the more overwhelming it can be. At the end of the study group I would ask my students to give a grade for each group member. They could each grade each other on teamwork, flexibility, and communication.  This would be a learning activity for each group member to learn about why it is so important to be a responsible and respectful group member and also can provide closure to the study group.
In conclusion, if the teacher is well prepared and planned, promotes positive relationships, and communication this is a successful start for online study groups. It is important the students know their roles in the group and what is expected of them. By having the students learn netiquette; it will help promote the positive environment students will feel comfortable in, just like the environment teachers need to create in their classrooms. By using online study groups in your class, it will help prepare the students for the future by having them learn how to work with group members and by learning how to do it successfully online. Online study groups can be one of the most rewarding experiences a student can have, so it is important for it to be a positive one.
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Scenario 3: Designing Online Lessons for the K-12 Classroom  

There are many topics to discuss with a teacher that is new to online lessons. Teachers need to know how to plan an online lesson, by asking themselves several key questions according to (Coulter, Feldman, & Konold, 2000). They also need to think about the actual design of the lesson, from objectives, activities, and assessments. A new teacher needs think about the appropriate times to use an online lesson and how to make it worthwhile. Here are a few topics I recommend explaining to a teacher that is new to online lessons.

My first recommendation to the teacher would be about the planning process. Anytime a teacher is unplanned or not prepared the lesson can lead to failure. That stands true for face to face lessons and online lessons.  According to (Coulter, Feldman, & Konold, 2000) there are six questions you should ask yourself while planning for an online lesson. The first question is “what is the educational purpose of the activity?” The new teacher needs to know that they should not be using an online lesson with their students just to do an online lesson and to just use technology, there needs to be a purpose to it. For example a physical education online lesson has to have a physical education purpose to it, like food pyramid. The students should be learning about physical education and not just learning how to use the technology. The second question the teacher should ask themselves should be “where does the activity fit into the curriculum,” If the teacher is designing a new online lesson or using one they found, it needs to align directly with their curriculum. The online lesson should enhance the topic being learned and can be used as a tool. Most online lessons incorporate using the Internet as a source. The teacher should use the Internet to enhance their lessons. The students should be using resources on the Internet, which could not be used without the Internet. If the students are looking up the same information they could find in a book, then the Internet is not being used to the best of its ability.  Another part of planning is to have a backup plan. What happens if the Internet is not working or there are technical difficulties? Teachers always need to have a backup plan, just like they would for every lesson they plan.


There is a lot to consider when designing an online lesson. The first step would be creating the objective of the lesson. What will the student be learning during the lesson and how. Your objective should not be technology based, but should be about the topic they are learning about and outcome based. The objective for an online lesson would be just like the objective you would create for a face to face lesson. The teacher needs to remember that they are creating an online lesson for their students, so the wording of the objective and all activities need to be written for the student to follow because they will be the ones reading it and following the directions. For example, in the objective do not write the students will, instead write you will.

 Second, you want to provide activities that align with the objective. Since it is an online lesson all your activities should be linked right there for the students. It can either be links to websites, online games and activities, or links to other websites you created for them. From a technical standpoint, make sure all your links are active and work correctly. Sometimes school systems block several sites, so it is important all links can be used in the school network. The activities you chose should be engaging, useful, and motivating. The teacher should make full use of having an online lesson. The students could use video clips, audio clips, interactive games and quizzes, animations, etc. There is an endless amount of possibilities when using online resources. 

Third, the teacher needs to decide on assessments. The assessments need to align with the objective to see if the students have met the objective. In module four we learned about several kinds of assessments that can be used. There are traditional assessments. This would include tests like multiple choice, fill in the blanks, etc. When designing an online lesson the teacher can design an online interactive traditional assessment. The students could take the test online. For example the teacher can create an online multiple choice test, where the students click on their answers and it can take them to a page telling them if they are right or wrong. Students would find this much more engaging than a ordinary paper and pencil test.  Another type of assessments is non-traditional assessments. According to module four some examples are: checklists and rubrics. When designing online lessons you always want to include the assessments in the lesson so students can see them. For example, if the teacher is using a rubric to grade research the rubric can be posted in the online lesson, so the students can refer back to evaluate themselves. Whatever assessment the teacher chooses to use for an online lesson they need to make sure it directly aligns with the objective of their lesson and needs to make sure it is an appropriate assessment to measure the students learning.  

Fourth, the teacher needs to think about the overall structure of an online lesson. In an online lesson you should have a student page that has the directions/tasks for the student to follow. The student should be able to complete the online lesson on their own, so the directions need to be clear and concise.  The assessments for the lesson can be included in the student page or can be another page, so the students can access them at any time needed. It is also important to have a resources link, to posts any resources that were used during the lessons. Students can visit these either during the activities or after for additional learning. The lesson should include images and a variety of colors, so it is engaging to the students.  The teacher needs to be aware that when they are choosing colors for the background or text, that the colors need to readable and not too distracting to the students. 

There are several topics that can be discussed with a teacher that is new to online lessons. One of the most important topics is planning. Without successfully planning an online lesson can turn into failure. Teachers also need to know when to incorporate online lessons and how to design it.  There are many more topics that can be discussed, but these were some of the ones I felt that were most important.
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